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Notes From Around Town

 Volunteer opportunities in Town! Leverett needs your help. There vacancies in the following offices: Conservation Commission; Affordable Housing Trust; Capital Planning Committee; School Committee; Zoning Board; Scholarship Committee; Energy Committee; and Personnel Board. Please call 548-9150 for details. Thank You!
( The Town is again utilizing the Code Red mass phone/email/text information system.  Code Red phone calls will come from the number 866-419-5000. Please set your phones to recognize this number.

( Need the police? Messages left at the Police Station (548-4994) are for business only. If you need the police in an emergency, call 911. To reach an officer for non-emergency call Shelburne Control at 625-8200 and they will page an officer for you.
 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

     1 October 2026  
1 December 2026
Send news items and strawberry rhubarb everything! to: Lisa Stratford P.O. Box 300, Leverett, MA 01054. Call 548-9150 for information and guidelines. Email:  townclerk@leverett.ma.us

From the Selectboard
These are busy days in Leverett!

The Trails Committee and volunteers have completed several spring-cleaning workdays, clearing fallen trees and branches and generally tidying up. We are fortunate to have a network of well-maintained trails for all to enjoy.

We recently awarded a bid to construct an amphitheater behind the library. If you drive by you can see all the work that is going on to complete the nature trail and observation deck. It’s exciting to have this new space approaching completion.

Conservation Commission Agent Bella Yeager is leaving her position. Our loss is Hatfield’s gain! We thank you, Bella, for the work you have done with and for us and we wish you well. We will miss your thoroughness and dedication to the work.

Mike Visniewski has been on the job for 5 months as chief. During this time he and the department were called to fight two recent fires in town.  His review will be coming up at a Selectboard meeting soon.

Leverett has been awarded a $250,000 grant for the purchase of a new grader, allowing us to replace our old and well-worn grader.

Phase One of the Dudleyville Road project is almost complete, with only a few punch ticket items remaining. Once these are completed, the Conservation Commission will issue a Certificate of Completion for the work. We should have enough money left over to start the design part of Phase Two. 

We are making progress on the alternative access to the Gordon King Life Estate. We have completed a wetlands delineation, walked the site with an engineer, and are working on developing an engineering plan. Once the plan is completed, the town will submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to the Conservation Commission for consideration at a regularly scheduled public meeting.

We continue to be working through issues pertaining to the lawsuit brought against the Town by Evans/Marlowe family. We cannot provide detailed updates as the law prevents us from disclosing any discussions that have occurred during the negotiations. We can say that we presented a status report on progress toward completing the new access route to the judge overseeing the case on May 22nd.

At the recent town meeting it was decided that we would take two years to allow groups or individuals to present proposals to the Selectboard for the use of the Field building at 1 Montague Rd. We are hoping that groups such as the Historical Commission or other interested parties will start developing proposals for the building’s long-term use. It was decided that the Selectboard would be responsible for the final decision about its use. We are developing a plan to gather proposals for consideration.  More information on this topic will be forthcoming over the next few weeks.

Submitted: Jed Proujansky

Interested in the Field Building?  Think you might be?  Let us know or join us on June 8! 
The first hour of June’s Historical Commission meeting will be devoted to a discussion about next steps for Leverett Center’s Field Building, currently home to a special collection of time-traveling artifacts and historical documents.  Our 2026 Town Meeting’s vote asks us to re-imagine the building’s future, build on its uses and character and help it contribute further to Leverett’s needs and wants.  We’ll discuss the groundwork laid by the Field’s Ad Hoc Committee and ideas percolating up from the public forums – but most especially, welcome your thoughts, inspirations, and ideas, even if you haven’t yet been a part of these conversations.  We’ll hold an initial meeting Monday June 8, 7 PM, Town Hall 2nd floor. Or,  drop a note in our mailbox at Town Hall, email leveretthistoryinfo@gmail.com, or call Susan Mareneck (212-233-4664) with questions/interest.  

COUNCIL ON AGING NEWS

Community and Events Coordinator Johanna Hall invites seniors and their caregivers to engage in conversations to uncover any practical ideas, information, or resources that might help you and your loved ones feel more supported in everyday life.  She can be reached by e-mail coa@leverett.ma.us or by phone 1-413-548-1022 #2. (Please note that she works variable part-time hours/week.)
The Council on Aging continues to meet monthly, typically the third Friday of the month at 10am, at the Town Hall.  

The monthly COA luncheon is an opportunity to meet and socialize with other older adults in Leverett, as well as hearing from speakers.   June 26 will be our last luncheon until September.  We take the summer off from luncheons in July and August due to historically low attendance during those months.
The application window is still open for the Tax Work-off Program for Seniors. Those who qualify can receive an abatement of up to $1500 off their tax bill, in exchange for volunteering up to 100 hours for a town department. Work exchange can begin any time, to be completed by November 15, 2026. Note that this program has no income eligibility requirement; instead, your time and your skills will need to fit with a town department’s needs.  Interested in learning more? Please go to the town website to check out the program details and application: Senior_property_tax_work-off_program_2026.pdf  Or stop by the Town Hall 2nd floor to pick up a paper copy.  For questions, further information or help with the application, please contact the  Program Coordinator, Johanna Hall coa@leverett.ma.us   413-548-1022 #2

We continue to have opportunities to volunteer at Leverett Elementary School.  Several of our members attended a Tea Party held by the 6th grade.  The 6th graders were a delightful group who shared with us their current slang words and we shared with them our 6th grade experiences and slang from years ago.   We are very pleased with our collaborations with the Leverett Elementary School and hope to continue this during the school year 2026-2027.

Many older adults have made excellent use of the Tech Support offered by Zane Provost through a Digital Equity Grant from the Massachusetts Broadband Institute.  Reach out to Margie McGinnis at  townadministrator@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-9699 for more information.
 Ongoing COA Offerings:
Take it easy Chair Yoga is currently on Zoom and in person on Wednesdays at 10am at the Town Hall.   A per class $8.00 donation is suggested for Leverett residents, $10.00 for those from out of town.  Contact Nancy Paglia at: npaglia62@gmail.com
Foot Care by Nurses Clinic:  This service is open to Leverett residents aged 60 or over and to people with disabilities and is held at Town Hall on the third Tuesday of the month. These are ½ hour appointments, sponsored by the Leverett Council on Aging. Reservations are required.  The charge is $50 to offset the cost to our grant from the Commonwealth.  Additional donations are welcome to cover those who are unable to pay the full amount. Please contact Fay Zipkowitz by email or at 367-9573 or the_czarina@fastmail.fm  for additional information.  

If you would like more information on any of our programs or have ideas of other programs or presentations that would be of interest, please contact Johanna Hall at the contact information above.

Respectfully Submitted, Linda Hoer, COA
June Library News
Open 2-7 Tuesdays & Thursdays
10-3 Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
With the warm weather, many of you are gardening, playing late into the evenings, and taking walks. We’ll be happy to see you whether you are sweaty, covered in grass, or sunburned. Let us know what you’ve been up to!
Temporary Closure: 
The library building will be closed June 18-29 for carpet replacement. During this time, library staff will have a limited presence at the Transfer Station and the first floor of Town Hall. We are always available by email.

Town Hall – Holds & Museum passes

Tues. 6/23 
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Weds. 6/24 
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. 6/25 
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Summer Reading Program starts June 27
Calling all kids, teens, and adults! (So that means you.) Stop in to listen to music, grab a book, and get a chance to win prizes. See leverettlibrary.org/summer for more.

Saturday, June 27 at 1:30 p.m.

Kathak Dance Performance (at LES)
Tuesday, June 30 at 5:30 p.m. 

Juggler Meadow Band
Wednesday, July 8 at 11:00 a.m.

Declaration of Independence Reading
Ongoing Programs:
Craft Night - 1st Tuesdays 5:30 
Online Qigong – Mondays 10:30
Mahjong - Thursdays 2:00
LEGO Builders - Thursdays 3:00 – 6:30
Teen LEGO Night – Thursdays 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Spanish Conversation group - Thursdays 5:30 
0-5 Playgroup - Fridays 10:30 

Tai Chi - Saturdays 10:00 & 11:00

Community Reads:
This summer we invite you to read with your community about our local animal neighbor, the beaver.

We will have copies of Beaverland by Leila Philip and What Goes on inside a Beaver Pond? by Becky Cushing Gop for kids to borrow.

Kids ages 5-12 are also invited to an Audubon Beaver Workshop on Wednesday, July 22 at 11 a.m. (Registration required)

For event details check leverettlibrary.org. 
In the Gallery:
The Friends Who Paint will be taking down their exhibit on June 16 so come and see their beautiful works before they come down.

Have you returned your Mini Art Show canvas yet? This summer we hope you’ll stop by and see everyone’s beautiful mini pieces. The reception is Saturday, July 11 at 1:00 p.m.

Library Park Update:
The park is nearing completion! The boardwalk will be finished in early June and Larochelle Construction will begin building the stage soon. We are excited for this community space to start being used and we hope you will enjoy it. It has been a true collaboration between the Friends of Leverett Library, the Library Trustees, many generous donors, and grants from the CPC and LifePath.

With gratitude for this community, Hannah Paessel, Library Director
leverettlibrary.org
leverettlibrary@gmail.com

413-548-9220
Digital Equity Opportunities
The Town of Leverett has received Digital Equity Grant funds from the Massachusetts Broadband Institute to assist residents who do not have reliable access to the internet or reliable cell phone coverage.  The grant can provide you with an expert to diagnose gaps and propose solutions to address them, purchase the equipment needed, and provide training on the new equipment.  Please reach out to Margie McGinnis at townadministrator@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-9699 if you want to be part of this program.  

Leverett also has received Digital Equity Grant Funds to hold both one-on- one and group trainings to help residents to use their devices, participate in remote meetings, increase digital security, and complete other customized needs.  

The next group training will take place at Town Hall on

Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 1:30 pm.  Please bring the device (phone/laptop) that you want help with.

If you are interested in one-on-one training either at town hall or in your home, please reach out to Margie McGinnis at townadministrator@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-9699. 

Leverett Energy Committee report

Pretty Amazing News: There was a time in Leverett when we did not have our own internet system. Then a few earnest and very clever residents got together to create one. At this year's Annual Town Meeting residents once again approved a Select Board and Energy Committee effort to establish a Municipal Light Plant (MLP) to create a micro grid using solar energy to serve electricity needs for the Town. It will be sited in the area of town that includes LES (Leverett Elementary School), the old and new Public Safety Compounds, and the Town Library.  This effort has been mainly organized by Energy Committee Co-Chair Richard Nathhorst and members of the Select Board. More information will be forthcoming.

We welcome new committee member Tim Shores.

We would like more residents to come forward to join the committee. We know it is likely that many of you are already "so busy" with "way too much to do."  Some variation of these words are so commonplace that I try to not use them anymore but--with that in mind--we are working to recruit more help for our ongoing efforts by creating a list of discrete tasks that new members might be able to do. We need volunteers to be actual members and to attend meetings but to feel free to donate time when most convenient.  The important point for every single "earthling" to keep clearly and frequently in mind is the phenomenon we know as general global warming is not a receding issue. 

Portia Williams Weiskel, co-chair

Community Events/Info
13th Annual Pocumtuck Homelands Festival: A Celebration of Native American Art, Music, & Cultures
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Sat.  August 1 and Sun., August 2, 10 am to 5 pm both days, Unity Park Waterfront, First Street, Turners Falls, MA
This year, 2026, the festival will include memorable, inspiring presentations by Mohawk Elder Tom Porter and beautiful, mesmerizing flute music by Nipmuck flute maker Hawk Henries. Also, Aquinnah Wampanoag singer songwriter Thea Hopkins, and Nipmuc culture bearer Andre StrongBearHeart Gaines, who will share Eastern woodlands skills demonstrations and lead social dances which all are invited to participate.  Penobscot Rez Dog Singers return and will be joined by another drum group TBA.  Justin Beatty will emcee. The History Tent will feature talks by members of the Native Land Conservancy, Evan Pritchard, and David Brule. There will be children’s activities including corn husk doll making with Mashpee-Wampanoag Kitty Hendricks-Miller, Indian Education Coordinator for the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe. We host about 40 outstanding Indigenous artists and authors in a colorful and diverse marketplace that extends the full length of the riverside bike path on both sides.   It is a wonderful, uplifting, multi-generational, accessible and free event people look forward to every year. We hope to see you there. 
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