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APRIL 2026
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING May 2, 2026
Positions up for election and known candidates running:

Assessors: One three-year: Cat Ford (Y);
Board of Health: Two three-year terms and one two-year tern: Lizzie Alwan (U); Cynthia Baldwin (Y); one vacancy;
Constable: One three-year: John Swartz (Y); 

Finance Committee: One three-year term: Geoff Allen (Y);
Library Trustees: Two three-year terms: Joan Godsey (Y); Chris Condit (Y);
Planning Board: Two five -year terms and one one-year term: Richard Nathhorst (Y); Tim Shores (Y); Gary Gruber (Y);
School Committee: One three-year term: Liz Johnson (N);
Select Board: One three-year term: Tom Hankinson (Y).
____________________________

Notes from Around Town

· Candidate’s Night!! The Select Board will host candidates running for contested elections at their April 21
 meeting at 7:00 pm.
· Transfer Station summer hours: Wednesday 4pm to 7pm. Saturday and Sunday 9:30 am to 1pm.
· The future of the Field Building (old library) will be voted on at Town Meeting. Information pertaining to this vote can be found in the news section on the Town the website.
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINES

1 June 2026



1 October 2026
Send news items, seeds and plant divisions to Lisa Stratford, Box 300, Leverett, MA 01054; leave them in the Newsletter box at Town Hall or email to townclerk@leverett.ma.us.  
Candidate’s Statements

Select Board

Tom Hankinson

I have served as a member of the Leverett Select Board for 10 years this Annual Town Meeting. This has been rewarding for me, personally, and I am grateful for trust the town has placed in my service during my tenure. I am equally grateful for my colleagues on the Select Board, for their professionalism and collaboration, and for Leverett’s administrative staff, particularly Margie McGinnis and Lisa Stratford, for their sense of responsibility to the town and to their roles as facilitators of all town projects great and greater. 
I am running for re-election to complete a few projects that I have had a hand in kick-starting while on the Select Board and are in various stages of completion:
1. Drivable trail at Woodard’s Corner: A 600-foot pathway across town-owned land from Shutesbury Road to the Gordon King Life Estate. This is being proposed by the Select Board as a CPA-funded solution to a long-standing legal dispute between the Town of Leverett and a private landowner;
2. Bradford Field Memorial Building (old library); Use the information collected this past year by the Field Building Committee to propose one or more options to the town, and execute the most favored option;
3. Two Brothers Woodlot: Execute final documents for Bruce Spencer’s gift of wooded land on North Leverett Road. Also, develop a town-managed forest management plan to include a cordwood bank supported by cordwood from Two Brothers Woodlot and other donated sources.
Thank you for your consideration, and thanks for a decade of good fun!
Leverett Cemetery Association

The Annual Meeting of the Leverett Cemetery Association is Tuesday, May 19th, at 7pm, at the home of Sharon and Joe Raskevitz, at 21 Long Hill Road. Everyone who is buried in, or has a relative buried in, or owns a plot is a member. All are invited. The meeting usually lasts about an hour.

Tax Relief Fund Needs Your Help!

Please consider “rounding up” when you make your next property tax payment (due in the next month!).  The Tax Relief Fund needs to be replenished so the Tax Relief Committee is able to distribute funds to income eligible seniors and disabled residents who are not in a financial position to meet their full tax obligation. This helps not only the households who receive this financial help but also the town, who would otherwise not receive the full amount of tax revenue needed to meet Leverett’s budgetary needs. Any amount helps, and your past and continuing support for your less fortunate neighbors is much appreciated. Let’s remember that “charity begins at home”. Your donation should be addressed to “Town of Leverett”, and please indicate clearly that it is for the Tax Relief Fund.

Council on Aging Update

Council On Aging Drop-in Hours continue to be held weekly at the library on Wednesdays, 10 am—1 pm.   Community and Events Coordinator Johanna Hall invitesseniors and caregivers for conversations to uncover any practical ideas, information or resources that might help you and your loved ones feel more  supported in everyday life.  She can also be reached by email coa@leverett.ma.us or by phone 1-413-548-1022 #2. (Please note that she works variable part-time hours/week).

The monthly COA luncheon is an opportunity to meet and socialize with other older adults in Leverett, as well as hearing from speakers.   We continue to have a good turn out and will have our luncheons on April 24, May 22 and June 26.  Information about the luncheons are posted on Leverett Connects and information/reservations are also available by contacting  Johanna at coa@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-1022 ext. 2. 

The application window is still open for the Tax Work-off Program for Seniors. Those who qualify can receive an abatement of up to $1500 off their tax bill, in exchange for volunteering up to 100 hours for a town department. Work exchange can begin any time, to be completed by November 15, 2026. Note that this program has no income eligibility requirement; instead, your time and your skills will need to fit with a town department’s needs.  Interested in learning more? Please go to the town website to check out the  program details and application: Senior_property_tax_work-off_program_2026.pdf  Or stop by the Town Hall 2nd floor to pick up a paper copy.  For questions, further information or help with the application, please contact the  Program Coordinator, Johanna Hall coa@leverett.ma.us   413-548-1022 #2

Respectfully Submitted,  Linda Hoer, COA Vice Chair
Come to Town Meeting May 2, 2026, 9:00 am Leverett School Gym

The PTO will be selling coffee/tea and goodies and the Village Coop will be providing lunch. Childcare provided.
**Please bring the enclosed copies of the Warrant and Budget to Town Meeting. Thank you!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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