SPECIAL: ELECTION EDITION

Town of Leverett Newsletter

· Annual Town Meeting and Elections:  April 27, 2024
Election time in Leverett is unlike any other place in the Commonwealth.
Leverett is the only town left in the Commonwealth to elect our public officials from the floor of Town Meeting. How does this work? A few weeks in advance of Town Meeting those who have terms that are expiring take stock of their lives, weigh their happiness, and either decide to run again or begin to discuss with friends, neighbors, and family the unequivocal importance of civic involvement. Next, anyone who fell for said speech is nominated from the floor of Town Meeting and their political career is off-and-running. For the Town, this method results in few vacancies, occasional chaos, hysterical bouts of laughter, bursts of applause, standing ovations, memorable quotes and speeches, and the rare election of those not present (physically). 

All joking aside, being on a Town board or committee is a very rewarding way to contribute to our community. If you are interested, please call Lisa Stratford, Town Clerk, at (413) 548-9150 for more information on any of the Town boards or committees, elected or appointed.

The candidates up for (re)election are listed below:
Assessors: New mapping and GIS—bringing the Assessor’s Office into the 21st Century. Jim Staros* (Y);
Board of Health: COVID is waning…it’s safe to run for this office. Pete Sylvan; (U); John Hillman* (Y); Alan Goodman (Y);
Constable:  I am interested in running if my daughter is still Town Clerk. Brian Emond* (Y);
Finance Committee: The bad news bearers. Nancy Grossman* (Y);
Library Trustees: So much more than a storage location for books. Rachel Flint* (Y) Lisa Sullivan Werner* (Y);
Moderator: Town Meeting referee. Larry Farber (U);
Planning Board:  Masters of planning and working on a Master Plan.  Tom Ewing* (Y); Van Stoddard (N);
School Committee:  Investing in the future. Jess Rocheleau (N); Becky Tew (N);
Select Board: Plate-spinning and tight-rope walking skills come in handy. Melissa Colbert*(U).
* Statement included below.

N not running.
Y running
U did not respond/undecided
Candidate’s Statements

Board of Assessors

I have served on the Board of Assessors since 2020, and I have been elected to Chair the Board each year since 2021.  Together with my colleagues Sam Black and Cat Ford, and Adam Hemingway and Linda Bevan, our support staff from the Regional Resource Group, we have sought to ensure that assessments are equitable, transparent, and up to date.  If you have not been to the Board of Assessors page on the Town website recently, I urge you to take a look and poke around at the information now available to you.  Tax maps are now online, as are current property assessments for all properties in Leverett.  I particularly recommend the Valuation and Tax Summary that gives a snapshot of the current fiscal year’s levy and how it is spent, as well as a brief summary of overall property valuations, tax levies, and property tax rates for the past 15 fiscal years as well as the current year (FY24).  I ask for your support for one more three-year term on the Board of Assessors to allow me to continue this work.  Jim Staros
Constable

I am interested in running if my daughter is still Town Clerk.  Brian Emond
Finance Committee

I am running for re-election to the Finance Committee. An early interest in state and local finance led me to pursue an undergraduate degree in economics, eventually working as a treasurer for one municipality and a treasurer-collector for two western Massachusetts towns. I have also run my own small business for several decades. I (mostly) enjoy wrapping my head around All Things Municipal Finance while striving to find the delicate balance between funding our town’s vital needs and maintaining fiscal responsibility. Nancy Grossman
Library Trustees
I have served as a Library Trustee during most of my 26 years living in Leverett and, in recent years, as Chair of the Trustees.  Before retiring, I was a Nutrition Education Program Director at UMass and am experienced with budgets, personnel and human resources, grant writing, program planning, state/federal policies, and working collaboratively.  Among other tasks, I’ve participated in our Library long range plan development, policies development and review, and led the past three searches for the Library Director position.  As a lifelong fan of libraries in general and an even bigger fan of our library in particular, I would be honored and pleased to continue serving as a Library Trustee. Lisa Sullivan Werner
I have served as a Library Trustee for about 15 of the 25 years I have lived in Leverett. I am a special education teacher working for the Holyoke Public School District, currently with 6th grade students. Prior to entering the field of education, I worked as the head of the Young Adult Services Department at the Somerville Public Library in Somerville, Massachusetts. I have greatly enjoyed serving on our library board here in Leverett, and would welcome the opportunity to continue this work. Rachel Flint
Planning Board

I have thoroughly enjoyed my last 20 years on the Planning Board and, with your support, I’d like to try another term.  For me, the Planning Board is all about balance.  We try to balance the desires of landowners with the needs of the community.  We work hard to creatively develop land use regulations that respect the rights of landowners while trying to make sure that land is used in a way that also supports the long-term best interests of the community as a whole.
I think the next few years are going to be very significant for the Planning Board. With the hard work and thoughtful guidance of the amazing Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee we are slowly getting a sense of where the community wants to head in the coming decade and beyond. I expect that proposals for at least some zoning changes will emerge from that effort and I would like to help craft those changes and shepherd them thru the approval process. We need to make sure that our land use regulations reflect the right balance between our competing desires as a community. We need to maintain our deep commitment to environmental protection while also making sure Leverett an is open, welcoming community.  I love Leverett the way it is, but I also recognize that we must keep adapting. It’s all about getting the right balance. Tom Ewing

Select Board

Dear beloved Leverett community, I am sad to say that I will not be running for a second term due to the fact that we may have to move out of town. It has truly been an honor to be of service, and I have enjoyed every kind, thoughtful, curious connection made. I have no doubt whomever’ s arm we can twist to run for the next term will be a wonderful addition to the colorful scene of Leverett town government. Melissa Colbert
When Melissa Colbert stopped by the other day, she told me she was not planning to run for another term on the Selectboard. I was sorry to hear that, as she has served the town well during her tenure. Melissa suggested that I consider running for a position on the Selectboard as she thought I would be a good fit for the job. Although I had not contemplated a run before our conversation, on further consideration I decided that I would like to serve the town in this capacity. I would be honored to serve as Selectperson for the Town of Leverett. 

A resident of Leverett for 8 years, I have served on the Finance Committee for four years. I have become familiar with town finances and am actively involved in budget decisions. 

While a resident of Northfield (MA), I served as vice-chair on the Pioneer Valley Regional School Committee for thirteen years. I also led the PVRSC finance committee. I was the lead negotiator for PVRS through 3 contract cycles with the school unions. We successfully negotiated contracts in a collegial and respectful environment.

I was a member of the Northfield select board for three years. In addition to participating in the usual municipal duties of the position, I was active in the fight against the Northeast Pipeline. I took a leadership role in the organization of the Massachusetts Coalition Against the Pipeline, a 12-town coalition that worked to oppose the pipeline. As spokesperson for that organization, I met with other select boards, activists, and concerned citizens as we worked together to defeat the Kinder Morgan project.   

I was a founding member of, and served on the board of, the Community Health Center of Franklin County. I also served on the board of the Holyoke Community Health Center. I was a member of the finance committee of the Northeast Foundation for Children.

The common thread in all the work I have done is a commitment to support the broader community in which I live. My ability to work with those of differing opinions to find common ground is a valuable asset of mine. 

I believe that I can provide the dynamic leadership Leverett needs as we navigate the financial, social and development challenges the future will bring. It will be important for the town plan for the potential redevelopment of the Kittridge property to ensure that our interests are represented.  I believe I am well suited to the task of representing the town’s interests as we negotiate with the developers about appropriate development on that property. 

I look forward to applying my experiences in town government, combined with my negotiating skills, to a seat on the Select Board. I look forward to contributing to the town, preserving what we love and planning for our future. 

Thank you for your support. Jed Proujansky
APPLICATION: 2024 DOG LICENSE
Renewal _____ or New _____ license

Name of owner











Phone






Address











Name of dog











Age


Breed









Color






Male ($10.00) 
          Neutered Male ($5.00)
  Female ($10.00)
 Spayed female* ($5.00)


1. Send check payable to Town of Leverett
2. Business-size self-addressed stamped envelope
3. Proof of rabies immunization, and proof of spaying
      To: Town Clerk, Box 300, Leverett 01054.  Documents will be returned with license.

Dogs must be licensed on or before April 1st! Thank you.
Pre-Town Meeting Town-Wide Budget Hearing
Tuesday, March 26, 2024
Town Hall 
7:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting (link can also be found at www.leverett.ma.us under the Select Board page or on the calendar.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/94460276391?pwd=N294R3hyQzlyMUtsZ1ZkMTBjL3BPdz09
Meeting ID: 944 6027 6391

Passcode: 650146

