Town of Leverett

Special Town Meeting
Minutes

October 24, 2020

Special Town Meeting was called to order at 12:14 pm a quorum of voters having been deemed present by Moderator Larry Farber. A moment of silence was observed.

Article One: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate sums of money as requested to meet FY 21 Town operating expenses, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Julie) I move that the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of $31,778 to meet FY 21 Town operating expenses. Carries.
Article Two:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $5.450.70 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Elementary School or from another school available fund and the sum of $904.00 from the FY 21 Public Safety Complex expenses account or from another PSC available fund to pay an FY 20 heating oil invoice for the school and the PSC as a bill of prior year, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Julie) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $5.450.70 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Elementary School to pay an FY 20 heating oil invoice for the school and the PSC as a bill of prior years. Carries, one opposed.
Article Three:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $453.20 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Elementary School or from another school available fund to pay an FY 20 sprinkler inspection invoice for the school as a bill of prior year, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (Julie) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $453.20 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Elementary School to pay an FY 20 sprinkler inspection invoice for the school as a bill of prior year. Carries unanimously.
Article Four:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $1,957.52 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Highway Department or from another highway available fund to pay an FY 20 diesel fuel invoice for the department as a bill of prior year, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Tom) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $1,957.52 from the FY 21 operating budget of the Highway Department to pay an FY 20 diesel fuel invoice for the department as a bill of prior year. Carries unanimously.
Article Five:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $8,800 from Stabilization to purchase a new snow plow and related equipment and expenses for the Highway Department, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Tom) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $8,800 from Stabilization to purchase a new snow plow and related equipment and expenses for the Highway Department. Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Six:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,300 for the purchase of 3 new ice water rescue suits and related equipment and expenses for the Fire Department, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (Peter) I move that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $2,300 for the purchase of 3 new ice water rescue suits and related equipment and expenses for the Fire Department. Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Seven:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,225 to replace the HVAC ceiling unit in the Fire Department, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (Peter) I move that the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,225 to replace the HVAC ceiling unit in the Fire Department. Carries.

Article Eight:  To see if the Town will vote to reserve the following from FY 2021 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues:  $11,951.02 for open space purposes (excluding recreational purposes); $11,951.02 for historic resources; $11,951.02 for community housing; and $79,157.10 to the FY 2021 Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Danielle B.) I move that the Town vote to reserve the following from FY 2021 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues:  $11,951.02 for open space purposes (excluding recreational purposes); $11,951.02 for historic resources; $11,951.02 for community housing; and $79,157.10 to the FY 2021 Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve. Carries unanimously.
Article Nine:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $4,500 from FY 2021 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues for administrative and operating expenses, including legal expenses, of the Leverett Community Preservation Committee, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (Danielle B) I move that the Town vote to appropriate $4,500 from FY 2021 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues for administrative and operating expenses, including legal expenses, of the Leverett Community Preservation Committee. Carries.
Article Ten:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $17,120 from the Community Preservation Budgeted Reserve (said amount being the Town of Leverett’s proportionate contribution) to fund a request from the Amherst-Pelham Regional School District Recreation Working Group for a Design Study for Renovation and Replacement of the APRS Track and Field.  Said sum is the town’s proportion of the total $200,000 request made to all four towns in the District.  Expenditure of this amount by the Town of Leverett would be contingent upon:  1) the other three towns agreeing to pledge their designated proportional funds; and 2) the school district affirming that it has concluded its consideration of all factors necessary to determine whether or not it wants to engage a consultant and that it is committed to advancing the project to the next stage, or take any action relative thereto.

Motion: (Danielle) I move that the Town vote to vote to appropriate the sum of $17,120 from the Community Preservation Budgeted Reserve (said amount being the Town of Leverett’s proportionate contribution) to fund a request from the Amherst-Pelham Regional School District Recreation Working Group for a Design Study for Renovation and Replacement of the APRS Track and Field.  Said sum is the town’s proportion of the total $200,000 request made to all four towns in the District.  Expenditure of this amount by the Town of Leverett would be contingent upon:  1) the other three towns agreeing to pledge their designated proportional funds; and 2) the school district affirming that it has concluded its consideration of all factors necessary to determine whether or not it wants to engage a consultant and that it is committed to advancing the project to the next stage. 

No representative from the Regional School was present to explain or answer questions. Margie said that she didn’t invite anyone to speak to the motion. Bethany S., regional representative from the School Committee offered to try to answer some questions. Motion: To pass over article until ATM. Seconded. Carries.
Article Eleven:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $12,500 from the Community Preservation Budgeted Reserve to fund a request from the Leverett Historical Commission to continue its work on the Leverett Historic Assets Plan to survey and educate town residents about town historic resources, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (Danielle B.) I move that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $12,500 from the Community Preservation Budgeted Reserve to fund a request from the Leverett Historical Commission to continue its work on the Leverett Historic Assets Plan to survey and educate town residents about town historic resources. 

Susan M. of the Historical Commission talked about previous programs and answered questions. Carries.
Peter d’Errico, long-time Select Board member, asked for a point of privilege and read a resignation statement.

Meeting adjourned at 12:50 pm
