SPECIAL: ELECTION EDITION

Town of Leverett Newsletter

· Annual Town Meeting and Elections:  April 30, 2016,  9:00 AM Leverett Elementary School
· Town Budget Hearing  March 29, 2016,  7:00 PM Town Hall, followed by 
Candidate’s Night
Election time in Leverett is unlike any other place in the Commonwealth.
Leverett is the only town left in the Commonwealth to elect our public officials from the floor of Town Meeting. How does this work? Well, a few weeks in advance of Town Meeting those who have terms that are expiring take stock of their lives, weigh their happiness, determine how much time they have spent is said office; and either decide to run again or begin to talk to friends, neighbors, family, dogs, about the unequivocal importance and rollicking good time they had on said board or committee and begin the “gee I hate to give it up but…” speech begins. Be wary for the next couple weeks. Next, anyone who fell for said speech is nominated from the floor of Town Meeting. For Leverett the result is few vacancies, occasional chaos, hysterical bouts of laughter, bursts of applause, standing ovations, memorable quotes and speeches, and the rare election of those not present (physically). 

The candidates up for election, length of term, and intention to run (away) or not are listed below:

Assessors:   Have the tiniest office in Town Hall. Thomas Mackza U (3-year); 
Board of Health:  Taught us cough and sneeze into our sleeves and wash hands for the duration of the “Happy Birthday” song. Michael Fair Y (3-year); Chuck Dauchy U (3-year); Rich Brazeau Y (2-year);
Constable: Upstanding, helpful, and reverent; like Barney on Andy Griffith. Thomas Masterton Y (3-year);
Finance Committee: The staunch, stuffed shirts. Steve Nagy Y (3-year); Phil Carter Y (2-year);
Library Trustees: The loudest ones in the library. Georgiana Schmid Y (3-year); Elaine Barker Y (3-year);
Planning Board: An excuse to get of the house on the second Wednesday of the month. Jeff McQueen Y (5-year); Richard Nathhorst Y (5-year);
School Committee: An excuse to have your significant other put the kids to bed on the first Monday of the month. Kip Fonsh N (3-year); Alan Mully Y (3-year); Audra Goscenski Y (1-year);
Select Board: Of this list, the most willing to sacrifice personal lives for the public good.  Peter d’Errico Y (3-year);
Town Clerk: The person you hand your dog license renewal and census form to in the grocery store. Lisa Stratford Y (3-year);
** Assistant Moderator and Tree Warden: At last year’s Annual Town Meeting, on May 2, 2015, voters agreed unanimously to allow these offices to be appointed by the Select Board instead of voted on annually. Part two of the process is a ballot vote confirming this new process. Polls will be open at Annual Town Meeting from 9:30 to 1:00 to vote again on this.
Y= yes; N= not again; U= undecided (could be convinced by the right person)
Candidate’s Statements

Select Board
I appreciate working with so many people who contribute time and energy to town government. If the town meeting wants me to serve one more term, I will do it.

Peter d’Errico

School Committee
I have two children in the school (1st grade and Pre-K) I have enjoyed my first year in the school committee and look forward to serving again. I feel very fortunate to be able to give my time to help our school. 

Audra Goscenski

Finance Committee

I am running for the 2-year term on the Finance Committee.  I was appointed to the committee last year to fill a vacancy, and I am now asking for your vote to allow me to stay in this position.  I have lived in Leverett for 15 years, and I have taught math and statistics at Holyoke Community College for the past 8 years.  I am enjoying the opportunity to serve the town on the Finance Committee, and I hope to continue my service.

Phil Carter

Town Clerk

Though not a job I think anyone ever plans to have; Town Clerk is a position that can grow on you. Eighteen years ago D’Ann Kelty asked if I was interested in running as Town Clerk as she was leaving the position. She explained that the hours were stay-at-home Mom friendly (William was 6, Lily was 3) and the commute was a delightful. Though the job has changed much since then I still appreciate the hours, the commute (save for a gaggle of geese I frequently have to brake for at the top of Cave Hill Rd. — the Leverett traffic jam) and the community I serve.
Lisa Stratford

Library Trustees

My name is Georgie Schmid.  I have served as a Leverett Library trustee for many years and I wish to continue to do so. The library is an increasingly busy place with diverse programming for children and adults.  In addition to its primary function of offering materials, information, and computer/internet access,  it is used by many groups for meetings, classes, movies, fitness, and the pre-school story hour to mention a few.  

  Many of you know that I worked in the school library for 10 years as well as volunteering as the summer story hour leader.  Currently, my efforts lie in serving as a trustee, supporting the library staff, and creating and implementing events. I am an idea person with the time and energy to follow through.  In recent years I have been a planner and promotor of the annual Read It Leverett event.  This town wide read involves book discussions, movies, speakers, and events related to the chosen book.  In addition, it has helped raise money for programming.   

 As trustees we oversee the budget, maintenance, policies and programming.  It is the trustee’s job to ensure the library meets the needs of our community.  Please allow me to continue in this capacity for another 3 years by voting for me at town meeting.  Thank you.  Georgiana Schmid
I was first elected Library Trustee in 1974, the year of the bicentennial.  I have been very fortunate that the town meeting has continued to give me this privilege.  I ask for your vote for another 3 years.  I offer many years of experience and history as well as a conservative evaluation of library expenditures and function.  In other words, I make sure that the town gets value for the tax dollars spent on the library.  Our library has become a great center for the town offering continuing education, enrichment and community to the people of the town.  If reelected, I will make sure that this continues with the best possible use of your tax dollar.    Thank you for your vote. Elaine Barker
Planning Board
I have lived in town for 40 years and served on the Planning Board for 25 years. During this time the Planning Board has passed zoning that protected Rattlesnake Gutter, protected our hilltops from development and much of our backlands. In my professional life as the Director of Morse Hill Outdoor Education Center I have come to believe in the importance of open space to our happiness and well-being, and to the protection of that space. We live in a beautiful rural community and as long as I serve on the Planning Board I will work to keep it that way. I will also continue the effort to bring cell service to town.  I try to treat everyone who comes before the Board like a neighbor, and if you have visited us I hope your felt treated that way.

Jeff McQueen
Richard Nathhorst  

Reelection statement for the Leverett Planning Board

I am placing my name before Spring Town Meeting for a second term on the Leverett Planning Board. I was elected to fill out a partial term of my predecessor who moved out of Leverett and so this will be my first Full term on the Board. I have worked hard in my previous term to address town bylaws influencing infrastructure in Leverett.  I have also served on the Broadband Committee which successfully oversaw the formation of the Leverett Municipal Lighting Plant and the construction of the Leverett Broadband Network. Infrastructure and Bylaw Issues that I have been concerned about and working on include the Leverett Photovoltaic Bylaw, the Electrical Power Distribution Grid in Leverett and making Leverett Net Neutral for Electrical Power. 

______________________________________________________

Leverett Post Office—Use it or Lose It

Our much loved Post Office is forever under scrutiny for the chopping block.  The more use it gets, the better it looks on paper, the least likely it is to have its hours reduced or be closed permanently. Please PURCHASE YOUR STAMPS IN LEVERETT. And mail all your mail from the inside drop-box.
*Democratic Town Committee Caucus: March 13, 2016, 2:00 PM Leverett Library. Two delegates will be chosen to attend the State Democratic Convention on June 4th in Lowell.

** To report a tree that needs trimming or removing please visit www.leverett.ma.us and click the link under “Town News.”
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APPLICATION: 2016 DOG LICENSE
Renewal ________ or New _______ license

Name of owner











Phone






Address











Name of dog











Age


Breed









Color






Male ($10.00)


Neutered Male ($5.00)


Female ($10.00)


Spayed female* ($5.00)


Send check payable to Town of Leverett, business-size self-addressed stamped envelope, proof of rabies immunization, and proof of spaying to Town Clerk, Box 300, Leverett 01054.  Documents will be returned with license.

Dogs must be licensed on or before April 1st! Thank you.
