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Open Space Levels of Protection
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Open Space Levels of Protection (MassGIS)
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In Perpetuity (P)- Legally protected in perpetuity and recorded as such in a deed or
other official document. Land is considered protected in perpetuity if it is owned by the
town’s conservation commission or, sometimes, by the water department; if a town
has a conservation restriction on the property in perpetuity; if it is owned by one of the
state’s conservation agencies (thereby covered by article 97); if it is owned by a non-
profit land trust; or if the town received federal or state assistance for the purchase or
improvement of the property. Private land is considered protected if it has a deed
restriction in perpetuity, if an Agriculture Preservation Restriction has been placed on
it, or a Conservation Restriction has been placed on it.

Limited (L) - Protected by legal mechanisms other than those above, or protected
through functional or traditional use. These lands might be protected by a requirement
of a majority municipal vote for any change in status. This designation also includes
lands that are likely to remain open space for other reasons (e.g. cemeteries and
municipal golf courses).

Data Sources and Credits
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Data sources include MassGIS, Massachusetts Department of
Transportation, and Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection. Depicted boundaries are approximate and are intended
for planning purposes only, not to be used for survey, legal, or
regulatory purposes. Leverett LIDAR mosaic created by Philip John
of MassIT. Map created by Kate Jones.
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