SPECIAL: ELECTION EDITION

Town of Leverett Newsletter

· Annual Town Meeting and Elections:  April 29, 2023
Election time in Leverett is unlike any other place in the Commonwealth.
Leverett is the only town left in the Commonwealth to elect our public officials from the floor of Town Meeting. How does this work? A few weeks in advance of Town Meeting those who have terms that are expiring take stock of their lives, weigh their happiness, and either decide to run again or begin to discuss with friends, neighbors, and family the unequivocal importance of civic involvement. Next, anyone who fell for said speech is nominated from the floor of Town Meeting and their political career is off-and-running. For the Town, this method results in few vacancies, occasional chaos, hysterical bouts of laughter, bursts of applause, standing ovations, memorable quotes and speeches, and the rare election of those not present (physically). 

All joking aside, being on a Town board or committee is a very rewarding way to contribute to our community. If you are interested, pl
ease call Lisa Stratford, Town Clerk, at (413) 548-9150 for more information on any of the Town boards or committees, elected or appointed.

The candidates up for (re)election are listed below:
Assessors: New mapping and GIS—bringing the Assessor’s Office into the 21st Century. Cat Ford (Y);
Board of Health: COVID is waning…it’s safe to run for this office. Pete Sylvan; (N); Lizzie Alwan (Y)
Constable: Makes sure the coffee is strong and voters are civil. John Swartz (Y);
Finance Committee: The bad news bearers. Ann Delano (N); *Jed Proujansky (Y);
Library Trustees: So much more than a storage location for books. *Joan Godsey (Y); Chris Condit (Y);
Planning Board:  Masters of planning and working on a Master Plan.  Ken Kahn (N);
School Committee:  Investing in the future. Craig Cohen (N);
Select Board: Plate-spinning and tight-rope walking skills come in handy. Tom Hankinson (Y).
* Statement included below.

N not running.
Y running
Candidate’s Statements

Finance Committee
From Jed Proujansky:
I have been on the Leverett Finance Committee for several years and have gained insight into our town budget and our town needs. I would like to continue my work on the finance committee as I believe I have been helpful in this role and my work has benefited us all. I have experience in other towns on school committees and select boards which help to inform our decisions here in Leverett. Please consider voting for me.  Thank you.

Library Trustees
From Joan Godsey:

At the 10th anniversary of the new library building, a town official referred to it as Leverett’s living room. Now, ten years later, that statement seems more true than ever as our library welcomes more patrons, circulation numbers continue to climb, and programs range from early childhood story hours to board games for all ages to Mahjong and Tai Chi for seniors.

I would like to continue working with the Board of Trustees to support all of our library’s activities to keep it at the heart of our community. Sincerely, Joan Godsey

APPLICATION: 2023 DOG LICENSE
Renewal _____ or New _____ license

Name of owner











Phone






Address











Name of dog











Age


Breed









Color






Male ($10.00) 
          Neutered Male ($5.00)
  Female ($10.00)
 Spayed female* ($5.00)


1. Send check payable to Town of Leverett
2. Business-size self-addressed stamped envelope
3. Proof of rabies immunization, and proof of spaying
      To: Town Clerk, Box 300, Leverett 01054.  Documents will be returned with license.

Dogs must be licensed on or before April 1st! Thank you.
Pre-Town Meeting Town-Wide Budget Hearing
Tuesday, March 21, 2023
Town Hall 
7:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting (link can also be found at www.leverett.ma.us under the Select Board page or calendar.
https://zoom.us/j/94460276391?pwd=N294R3hyQzlyMUtsZ1ZkMTBjL3BPdz09
Meeting ID: 944 6027 6391

Passcode: 650146

**The last day to register to vote in order to participate in the Annual Town Meeting is Monday, April 10, 2022 from 2:00-4:00 PM and 7:00-8:00 PM at the Town Hall. You may register any time before that at Town Hall or online at https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/
