






I do think more public forums on town issues would be important, even 
though I think we have enough other types of community events. For 

example, the issue of zoning + development and how both to honor the goal 
of more affordable housing and yet to conserve the rural nature of town + its 
conservation lands would be a good topic for a public forum. Also, other uses 

for existing town buildings to serve a range of needs, eg seniors.



We need to allow 
accessory buildings 

as we age.



Good idea, but 
must maintain 

H2O quality, septic 
regulations – esp 
need affordable 
housing/senior 

housing.



Access to grants 
to allow older 

residents to make 
improvements to live 

in place.



“Dam failure is a 
highly infrequent 
occurrence, but 
a severe incident 

could prove 
catastrophic.” (2020 

HMP, pg. 195) 



PFAS pollution in town wells - a public 
water system would help this issue but might 

be too expensive - town could consider 
helping low income residents whose water 
is contaminated with ongoing maintenance 

costs for remediation clean up.



Yes climate resiliency 
BUT: DON’T PAVE 

OUR ROADS!



“The community is 
aging and we need 
24 hour emergency 
medical response.”

“Seems like current 
system is working.”



Microgrid ASAP 
for public corridor 

(school, PSC, 
library).



Communication! 
Too much reliance 

on websites and 
not enough direct 

outreach.



People think 
beavers are 

cute.



1) climate resilience and 
adaptation, 2) creative 

economic development 
opportunities such as 

regenerative agriculture/
carbon sequestration



The Town owns 
forest that no one is 
tending to. A plan 

would assure better 
management of these 

resources.



In the long run, 
lack of public 

transportation and 
access to nearby 

medical care are two 
that concern me.



Important, but 
seems to require 

more resources than 
Leverett alone can 

handle.



People wanting a 
kind of community 

mutual aid/not 
an institutional 

solution.



Leverett should 
address shortage in 

rental units.



Enough land is 
already protected. 

Zoning takes care of 
it.



Group would like 
to support some 

commercial activities 
but not necessarily 

By Right. It depends 
on many factors.



Group supports 
aging in place 
improvements 
but not a large 
development.



“*Resonating Yes  
But where?”

“Community FUN 
commission”
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Executive Summary

Introduction
Only a small fraction of Leverett residents (about 10%) currently attend Town Meeting and even fewer attend
town committee meetings. The Leverett Social Justice Committee (LSJC) created this survey to find out why
engagement in town government is so low and to understand residents' experience of town government as a
whole. This survey was intended to identify factors that impact the effectiveness of our democratic process,
specifically disenfranchisement, government transparency, and ease of engagement. These findings were then
explored within demographic subgroups to better understand the impact of systemic factors such as racism
and sexism. The survey’s results show that residents want to know more about how town government works,
and that the idea of town meeting is appealing to many but that the promise is often unrealized especially for
women, people of color, and younger residents. Finally, these findings and conclusions were presented to the
community in a virtual forum to explore thoughts and ideas the resulted from these findings. This report will
explore the background of this survey, details about our data collection, key findings, community impressions
and suggestions, and our resulting recommendations to the Select Board.

Background

SJC mission: Assess policies and practices of the Town of Leverett and recommend changes to address
historic and systemic oppression and inequity.
Big questions:
How well-informed do Leverett residents feel about town government? How could that be improved? If they
want to be more informed and involved, what suggestions do they have?
Do Leverett residents face any key barriers that prevent them from attending town meeting? How informed do
they feel ahead of time? What suggestions do residents have?
What do Leverett residents report works well and what can be improved for town meeting? What experiences
do they have? How engaged are residents in discussions? What ideas do residents have for improvements?

Methodology

The SJC hoped to learn about the experiences of all residents, not just the most politically engaged, so we cast
a wide net for survey responses. Data collection spanned two months (December 2020 - January 2021),
mostly via an anonymous Google Form, though paper copies were also available at Town Hall, the library, and
the Leverett Elementary School for those without computer access. The survey was advertised as widely as
possible, through a number of different channels: a notice in the town newsletter, posts to LeverettConnects,
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This project was funded by grants received from the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).






