Town of Leverett
Minutes

FY 2012 Annual Town Meeting

Saturday April 30, 2011
Moderator, Gary Gruber called the 237th Annual Town Meeting to order at 9:04 AM, a quorum being deemed present. A moment of silence was held. The Annual Report was dedicated to Fenna Lee Bonsignore in a poem written for her by Christine Nelson.

A motion was made and seconded to dispense with the reading of the warrant.

Article One:  To choose all necessary town officers to serve for periods prescribed by law or Town bylaw, or take any action relative thereto.

Article One:  (Gary) I move we choose all necessary town officers to serve for periods prescribed by law or Town bylaw.

The following individuals were nominated and single ballot cast for each by the Town Clerk. There were no contested races: Assessors: David Palmer, three-year term; Board of Health; Fay Zipkowitz: three-year term; Library Trustees: Joan Godsey and Chris Condit, three-year terms, Constable: John Swartz, three-year term; Finance Committee: Nancy Grossman and Ann Delano, two three-year terms; Planning Board: Jeff McQueen and Gloria McPherson, two three-year terms; School Committee: vacancy, three-year term; Select Board: Rich Brazeau, three-year term; Tree Warden: Will Stratford, one-year term.

Article Two:  To see if the Town will vote to approve following the existing Amherst-Pelham Regional School District Agreement for allocating the total amount to be contributed by each member town of the District for Fiscal Year 2012 as required by Section VI of the Regional Agreement, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Two:  (_Julie_) I move that the Town vote to approve following the existing Amherst-Pelham Regional School District Agreement for allocating the total amount to be contributed by each member town of the District for Fiscal Year 2012 as required by Section VI of the Regional Agreement.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.
Article Three:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds such sums of money as shall be necessary to meet Town expenses, or take any action relative thereto.
Article Three:  (_Peter_) I move that the Town vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as shall be necessary to meet Town expenses. 
Held items: Select Board salaries, to explain cut in hours for Select Board Clerk, and Elementary School, for resident to praise School Committee for holding the budget so steady for the last few years. Unheld total: $3,421,430 carries unanimously. Total budget of $5,148,863 carries unanimously.

Article Four:  To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $240,000 from Stabilization and to borrow the sum of $135,000, such borrowing to be contingent upon the passage of a subsequent debt exclusion election, for the purchase and equipping of a new or used fire engine, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Four:  (_Rich_) I move that the town vote to transfer the sum of $240,000 from Stabilization and to borrow the sum of $135,000, such borrowing to be contingent upon the passage of a subsequent debt exclusion election, for the purchase and equipping of a new or used fire engine.

Fire Department presents an impressive power point presentation on the condition of the old truck.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.
Article Five:  To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $31,703 from Stabilization to purchase and equip a new police cruiser, or take any action relative thereto.
Article Five:  (__Julie__) I move that the town vote to transfer the sum of $31,703 from Stabilization to purchase and equip a new police cruiser.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.
Article Six: To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $11,492.37 from Free Cash to reimburse the FY 2011 Elementary School expenditure for the repair of the kitchen hood at the School in compliance with current fire codes, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Six: (__Peter__) I move that the town vote to transfer the sum of $11,492.37 from Free Cash to reimburse the FY 2011 Elementary School expenditure for the repair and replacement of the kitchen exhaust hood and system at the School in compliance with current fire codes.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.
Article Seven:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $9,397 from Free Cash to purchase, install and equip a new computer server at the Elementary School, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Seven:  (_Rich__) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $9,397 from Free Cash to purchase, install and equip a new computer server at the Elementary School.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Eight: To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, which authorizes the Town to establish an Other Post Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund to reduce the unfunded liability of health care and other post employment benefits to meet the normal cost of all such future benefits for which the Town of Leverett is obligated, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Eight: (__Julie__) I move that the Town vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 32B, Section 20, which authorizes the Town to establish an Other Post Employment Benefits Liability Trust Fund to reduce the unfunded liability of health care and other post employment benefits to meet the normal cost of all such future benefits for which the Town of Leverett is obligated.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Nine:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $30,000 from Stabilization to the Trust Fund established under MGL Chapter 32B, Section 20 for Other Post Employment Benefits Liability, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Nine:  (__Peter___) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $30,000 from Stabilization to the Trust Fund established under MGL Chapter 32B, Section 20 for Other Post Employment Benefits Liability.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Ten:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of  $18,957.12 to reimburse the Elementary School for funds received from Medicaid for Special Education Costs, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Ten:  (_Rich__) I move that the Town vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $18,957.12 to reimburse the Elementary School for funds received from Medicaid for Special Education Costs. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Eleven:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $89,082 from Free Cash into the Stabilization Account to fund the Capital Plan, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Eleven:  (_Julie_) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $89,082 from Free Cash into the Stabilization Account to fund the Capital Plan. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twelve:  To see if the Town will vote to reserve the following from FY 2012 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues:  $15,720.12 for open space purposes (excluding recreational purposes); $15,720.12 for historic resources; $15,720.12 for community housing; and $102,540.81 to the FY 2012 Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Twelve:  (_CPC/Laurel__) I move that the Town vote to reserve the following from FY 2012 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues:  $15,720.12 for open space purposes (excluding recreational purposes); $15,720.12 for historic resources; $15,720.12 for community housing; and $102,540.81 to the FY 2012 Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.
Article Thirteen:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $7,500.00 from FY 2012 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues for administrative and operating expenses, including legal expenses, of the Leverett Community Preservation Committee, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Thirteen:  (__CPC/Laurel__) I move that the Town vote to appropriate $7,500.00 from FY 2012 Community Preservation Annual Fund revenues for administrative and operating expenses, including legal expenses, of the Leverett Community Preservation Committee.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Fourteen:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $14,000.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve for the Leverett Historical Commission to procure the services of a professional consultant to research and prepare documents for National Register Historic Districts for North Leverett, Moore’s Corner, and East Leverett, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Fourteen:  (___CPC/Laurel___) I move that the Town vote to appropriate $14,000.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve for the Leverett Historical Commission to procure the services of a professional consultant to research and prepare documents for National Register Historic Districts for North Leverett, Moore’s Corner, and East Leverett.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Fifteen:  To see if the Town will vote to acquire, pursuant to MGL c. 44B, the Community Preservation Act, one acre, more or less, and to appropriate $11,450.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance Reserved for Open Space, including up to $2,950.00 for surveying, appraisal, and closing costs, and $8,500.00 for the purchase price, said parcel located on the shore of Leverett Pond off Cider Mill Road, shown as Lot 12A on Assessors Map 5B; said land to be owned by the Town and managed and controlled by the Selectboard, with a conservation restriction to be obtained, held, and monitored by the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust; and that the Selectboard be authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Leverett to effect said purchase, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Fifteen:  (___CPC/Laurel___) I move that the Town vote to acquire, pursuant to MGL c. 44B, the Community Preservation Act, one acre, more or less, and to appropriate $11,450.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance Reserved for Open Space, including up to $2,950.00 for surveying, appraisal, and closing costs, and $8,500.00 for the purchase price, said parcel located on the shore of Leverett Pond off Cider Mill Road, shown as Lot 12A on Assessors Map 5B; said land to be owned by the Town and managed and controlled by the Selectboard, with a conservation restriction to be obtained, held, and monitored by the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust; and that the Selectboard be authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Leverett to effect said purchase.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Sixteen: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a total of $150,000.00, $28,000.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance Reserved for Historic Resources and $122,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve, for the rehabilitation and continued preservation of the Leverett Town Hall, including, but not limited to, removing and replacing the exterior siding and needed trim, restoring the exterior as needed, painting, and repairing the interior buckled floor on the ground level, and that the Selectboard be authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Leverett, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Sixteen: (__CPC/Laurel___) I move that the Town vote to appropriate a total of $150,000.00, $28,000.00 from the Community Preservation Fund Balance Reserved for Historic Resources and $122,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve, for the rehabilitation and continued preservation of the Leverett Town Hall, including, but not limited to, removing and replacing the exterior siding and needed trim, restoring the exterior as needed, painting, and repairing the interior buckled floor on the ground level, and that the Selectboard be authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town of Leverett.

The Select Board explained that this work will be done in conjunction with the Siemens’ project, saving money by not insulating while the siding is off.

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Seventeen:  To see if the Town will vote to approve a change to the Zoning Bylaws by the addition of Section 4970 entitled “Solar Electric Overlay District” as attached and available from the Town Clerk, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Seventeen:  (_Planning Board/Jeff__) I move that the Town vote to approve a change to the Zoning Bylaws by the addition of Section 4970 entitled “Solar Electric Overlay District” as attached and available from the Town Clerk.

Seconded. 
Some confusion over the intent of this bylaw due to lack of clear explanation by the Planning Board.
Amendment by Ken Kahn: I move that the second paragraph of the proposed Section 4970 shall be amended by the addition of the following sentence:

Any installation larger than 1MW or occupying more than 2 acres of land and located on the Town of Leverett landfill property shall be allowed upon a Special Permit in accordance with the Zonting By Laws of the Town of Leverett in addition to the Site Plan Review required under this Section 4970 for a smaller installation. 

Amendment was seconded and carried unanimously.

Article Carries 107 in favor, 2 opposed.
Article Eighteen:  To see if the Town will vote to approve a change to the Zoning Bylaws as follows, or take any action relative thereto:

The second paragraph of Section 2110 shall be amended to read as follows:  Six additional “overlay” districts are also hereby created: an Aquifer Protection District (pursuant to Section 4300), a Flood Hazard District (pursuant to Section 4400), a Stream and Lake Protection District (pursuant to Section 4500), a Scenic Road Protection District (pursuant to Section 4600), a Rattlesnake Gutter Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4700), an  Upper Elevation Site Plan Review Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4960) and a Solar Electric Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4970) .

Section 2234 of the Use Regulation Schedule shall be amended by the addition of the following line after the line “Research facility                            N       N       N       SP      SP”  :

                               Solar Electric 10kW to 1MW       N      Y**     Y**   Y**    Y**   

And the addition of the following after the last line of Section 2234.

      “** = See Section 4970 for additional requirement and conditions”  

Article Eighteen: (_Planning Board__)  I move that the Town vote to approve a change to the Zoning Bylaws as follows:

The second paragraph of Section 2110 shall be amended to read as follows: Six additional “overlay” districts are also hereby created: an Aquifer Protection District (pursuant to Section 4300), a Flood Hazard District (pursuant to Section 4400), a Stream and Lake Protection District (pursuant to Section 4500), a Scenic Road Protection District (pursuant to Section 4600), a Rattlesnake Gutter Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4700), an  Upper Elevation Site Plan Review Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4960) and a Solar Electric Overlay District (pursuant to Section 4970) .

Section 2234 of the Use Regulation Schedule shall be amended by the addition of the following line after the line “Research facility                            N       N       N       SP      SP”  :

                               Solar Electric 10kW to 1MW       N      Y**     Y**   Y**    Y**   

And the addition of the following after the last line of Section 2234.

      “** = See Section 4970 for additional requirement and conditions” 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Nineteen:  To see if the Town will vote to update the Code of the Town of Leverett as outlined below, or take any action relative thereto:

Chapter 11:  Town Meetings

Article 11-4
Date and hour of meetings.

Change 

from “The Annual Town Meeting and election of officers shall take place regularly on the last Saturday of April at 9:00 AM.  Special Town Meetings shall convene at such other times as may be determined by the Selectboard or through petition by at least 20% of the registered voters of the Town or of 200 registered voters, whichever number is the lesser, as provided in the General Law.”

to “The Annual Town Meeting and election of officers shall take place yearly, as determined by the Selectboard, between April 1st and May 30th, such date to be decided by February 28th.  Special Town Meetings shall convene at such other times as may be determined by the Selectboard or through petition by at least 20% of the registered voters of the Town or of 200 registered voters, whichever number is the lesser, as provided in the General Law.”

Article Nineteen:  (__Peter___) I move that we pass over this article.

Seconded. Carries, PASSED OVER.
Article Twenty:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $574.29 from Bond Premiums Reserved to the Town Interest Account, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Twenty:  (_Rich__) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $574.29 from Bond Premiums Reserved to the Town Interest Account. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twenty-One:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $680.77 from Bond Premiums Reserved and the sum of $18,405.79 from the Reserved for School Debt Payment to the School Interest Account, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Twenty-One:  (_Julie_) I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $680.77 from Bond Premiums Reserved and the sum of $18,405.79 from the Reserved for School Debt Payment to the School Interest Account. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twenty-Two:  To see if the Town will vote to reauthorize revolving funds for certain town departments under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 as presented in the accompanying table, or take any action relative thereto. 
	Revolving Fund
	Who is Authorized

To Spend
	Revenue Source
	Use
	FY 2012

Spending Limit

	Library
	Library Director
	Fees for copying and printing
	Copier and printer expenses


	$1,000

	Library
	Library Director
	Fines
	Purchase books, audios & videos
	$3,000

	Town Grounds Maintenance
	Selectboard
	Sale of plants, donations
	Maintain town gardens & landscape town property
	$1,000

	Fire Inspections
	Fire Chief
	Inspections
	Fire Inspectors and fire inspection expenses
	$2,500

	Home Composting Program
	Transfer Station Administrator
	Sale of compost bins and donations
	Home composting bin distribution program expenses
	$1,000


Article Twenty-Two:  (__Peter__) I move that the Town vote to reauthorize revolving funds for certain town departments under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011 as presented in the above table. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twenty-Three:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard to enter into contracts with the Massachusetts Highway Department for construction and/or maintenance of highways or other permissible expenditures from the Transportation Bond monies (Chapter 90) and authorize the Selectboard to accept any monies from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for highway construction and/or maintenance related work, or take any action relative thereto. 

Article Twenty-Three:  (__Rich__) I move that the Town vote to authorize the Selectboard to enter into contracts with the Massachusetts Highway Department for construction and/or maintenance of highways or other permissible expenditures from the Transportation Bond monies (Chapter 90) and authorize the Selectboard to accept any monies from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for highway construction and/or maintenance related work. 

Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twenty-Four: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard to take all necessary and appropriate action to establish and to maintain, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 164 of the General Laws and in accordance with the rules, regulations and orders of the Department of Public Utilities and the Department of Telecommunications and Cable, a municipal lighting plant for all purposes allowable under the laws of the Commonwealth, including without limitation the operation of the telecommunications system and any related services, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Twenty-Four: (_Julie_) I move that the Town vote to authorize the Selectboard to take all necessary and appropriate action to establish and to maintain, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 164 of the General Laws and in accordance with the rules, regulations and orders of the Department of Public Utilities and the Department of Telecommunications and Cable, a municipal lighting plant for all purposes allowable under the laws of the Commonwealth, including without limitation the operation of the telecommunications system and any related services.

Article Twenty Five:  To see if the Town will vote to advise the Selectboard to enter into a municipally aggregated electricity supplier agreement to provide electricity to residential customers in Leverett, or take any action relative thereto.

Article Twenty Five:  (_Peter_) I move that the Town vote to advise the Selectboard to enter into a municipally aggregated electricity supplier agreement to provide electricity to residential and business customers in Leverett.
A friendly amendment was made to add “and business customers.”

Amendment carries.
Seconded. Carries unanimously.

Article Twenty-Six (by petition):  To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following resolution, or take any action relative thereto:

Warrant Article for the Leverett 2011 Annual Town Meeting

 To Establish a Leverett Peace Committee:

 WHEREAS life is rare and precious, existing in this fathomless universe only on this tiny blue planet, Earth, as far as we know; and

 WHEREAS human beings are a wonder of creation, beautiful, intelligent, powerful, capable of joy, wonder, wisdom, and compassion; and

 WHEREAS without war, the Earth and its peoples would have a better chance to prosper; and

 WHEREAS war does grievous damage to human bodies, minds, hearts, and spirits; and

 WHEREAS the energy of war deepens the divisions and exacerbates conflicts between peoples; and

 WHEREAS the domination, humiliation, and injustice that come of war often cause people to strike out in acts of violence called terrorism; and

 WHEREAS military preparations and operations are the foremost polluters and users of resources; and

 WHEREAS war destroys natural habitat and agricultural land; and

 WHEREAS solving the urgent and unprecedented problems facing humankind at this time requires all the human and material resources presently being expended on war; and

 WHEREAS people are waking up to the fact that war is obsolete and unnecessary, and are learning techniques of resolving inter-group and international conflict by other, non-violent means; and

 WHEREAS the survival of humankind and our familiar and beloved community of life require our generation to invent a world without war, and in so doing, overcome the feelings of weariness, powerlessness, cynicism, and despair that diminish us as human beings and threaten our body politic; and

 WHEREAS the people of Leverett, acting through our annual town meeting, have a history, reaching back to the time of Shay’s Rebellion and the Constitutional period, and continuing for over 200 years, of concerning ourselves with the great issues of the day, making our voices heard, and bringing to bear on them whatever influence, we can,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT

1.  We encourage ourselves and each other in our faith in humanity, and we proclaim our right, and accept our responsibility to imagine and work towards a peaceful future; and 

2.  We, the members of Leverett Town Meeting recognize and encourage the work of the Leverett Peace Committee, which in turn welcomes the wisdom of all the people of Leverett as we seek a path to peace.  We support the effort to find ways that the town can move towards greater resilience and sustainability, and how our people and our town can be of assistance to humanity in its effort to move beyond war into a wise and harmonious relationship to the planet.

4. We urge our elected representatives to understand the moral and practical impermissibility of war, and to embrace the proposition that humanity can and must outgrow war. Based on these understandings, we urge our elected representatives to initiate and support efforts aimed at moving the United States and other nations to:

A.  Withdraw, as quickly as possible, from current wars;

B.  Drastically reduce military spending;

C.  Rid the world of nuclear weapons;

D.  De-legitimize war as a means of advancing perceived national interest; and

E.  Support non-violent conflict resolution and peacebuilding studies and initiatives.

 5.  Copies of this resolution be sent by the Town of Leverett, the labor and expense to be borne by private citizens of Leverett and their friends who are supporters of this resolution to Steven Kulik and select members of the Massachusetts House; Stan Rosenberg and select members of the Massachusetts Senate; Governor Deval Patrick; Congressman John Olver and select members of the United States House of Representatives; John Kerry, Scott Brown, and select members of the United States Senate; Secretary of State Hillary Clinton; President Barack Obama; local, state, and national news outlets.

Article Twenty-Six (_Peace Commission_) (by petition):  I move that the Town vote to adopt the following resolution:

Above resolution read by “Commission” members alternately.

Seconded.

Motion to amend to delete the wording at the beginning, “To establish a Leverettt Peace Committee” and to renumber the last half of the resolution to read 1, 2, 3, 4 (instead of 1, 2, 4, 5).

Seconded. Carries.

Much discussion about who should write and send the letters, the intent of the group, how they will achieve the goal.

Carries.

Motion to adjourn seconded, carries (2:24 PM).

Minutes taken and recorded by Lisa Stratford, Town Clerk.

